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Imagine a scenario with no temperature difference between the equator and the North
Pole. That was 12 million years ago when there was no ice at either pole. In that context,
according to professor James G. Anderson of Harvard University, carbon in the
atmosphere today is the same as 12 million years ago. The evidence is found in the
paleoclimate record. It’s irrefutable.

Meaning, today’s big meltdown has only just started.

And, we’ve got 5 years to fix it or endure Gonzo World.

That’s one big pill to swallow!

That scenario comes by way of interpretation of a speech delivered by James G. Anderson
at the University of Chicago in January 2018 when he received the Benton Medal for
Distinguished Public Service, in part, for his groundbreaking research that led to the
Montreal Protocol in 1987 to mitigate damage to the Ozone Layer.

At the time, Anderson was the force behind the most important event in the history of
atmospheric chemistry, discovering and diagnosing Antarctica’s ozone hole, which led to
the Montreal Protocol. Without that action, ramifications would have been absolutely
catastrophic for the planet.

Stratospheric ozone is one of the most delicate aspects of planet habitability, providing
protection from UV radiation for all life forms. If perchance the stratospheric ozone layer
could be lowered to the ground, stacking the otherwise dispersed molecules together, it
would be 1/8th of an inch in thickness or the thickness of two pennies. That separates
humanity from burning up as the stratospheric ozone absorbs 98% of UV radiation.

In his acceptance speech, James G. Anderson, Harvard professor of atmospheric
chemistry, now warns that it is foolhardy to assume we can recover from the global
warming leviathan simply by cutting back emissions.

Accordingly, the only way humanity can dig itself out of the climate change/global-warming
hole is by way of a WWII type effort with total transformation of industry off carbon and
removal of carbon from the atmosphere within five years. The situation is so dire that it
requires a worldwide Marshall Plan effort, plus kneeling in prayer.

Additionally, Anderson says the chance of permanent ice remaining in the Arctic after 2022
is zero. Already, 80% is gone. The problem: Without an ice shield to protect frozen
methane hydrates in place for millennia, the Arctic turns into a methane nightmare. This is
comparable to poking the global warming monster with a stick, as runaway global warming

1/3

https://www.counterpunch.org/2018/02/19/there-is-no-time-left/


(“RGW”) emerges from the depths. Interestingly enough, the Arctic Methane Emergency
Group/UK, composed of distinguished scientists, seems to be in agreement with this
assessment.

Assuming professor Anderson is as accurate now as he was about the Ozone dilemma,
then what can be done? After all, the world’s biggest economy, which has over-reaching
influence on the biosphere, is under the influence of anti-science leadership. In fact, the
Trump group is driving scientists out. France is hiring left and right under its “Make Our
Planet Great Again” initiative. Thirteen of the initial eighteen French science grantees are
from the U.S.

The world cannot count on leadership from America. In fact, quite the opposite as America
gears up for massive fossil fuel production like never before just as the biosphere starts
crumbling. Leadership by arrogance is a deadly deathly exercise.

Donald Trump claims the Paris ‘15 accord will hurt U.S. business because it requires
reduction of emissions. That’s costly. He’s got it backwards. U.S. business and neoliberal
tenets destroy the climate whilst creating an inverted pyramid of wealth that undermines the
entire socio-politico-economic fabric. It’s the one-two punch, (1) ignoring and abusing the
biosphere because “care for the planet” requires extra costs that eat into corporate profits
whilst (2) undercutting upward mobility as American wages are exported and destroyed
when U.S. manufacturing offshores to low wage countries like China and Mexico and
Thailand. What could be worse for American workers than competition with the lowest
common denominator in the world while living in a dicey biosphere? In part, it’s why the
American middle class is almost broke, actually appended to credit cards in debt up to
eyeballs.

As such, between squeezing the daylights out of middle class pocketbooks and abusing the
biosphere, U.S. leadership stinks so badly that it demands outright change, similar to
France in the late 18th century when thousands of arrogant aristocrats were beheaded in
the streets, and the American Revolution (1775-83) when colonists got fed up with the
madness of their leader, King George III. Except, King George was the first British monarch
to study science. Still, the king suffered from “acute mania.”

Good News: There is a silver lining to the Trump presidency: Inept, arrogant, stupid
leadership often times serves as a catalyst, often times revolutionary, for major changes in
the socio-politico-economic fabric of society. This is seen throughout history. The reasoning
is simple enough. Inept leadership brings to surface all of the warts for all to see. The
deficiencies and inequities are not only exposed but also hit citizenry over the head like a
leaden hammer. Suddenly, people awaken from their deep coma and kick the bums out. In
the case of King Louis XVI of France, he was beheaded before a crowd of tens of
thousands in the streets of Paris. In the case of King George III, his ineptness led to the
American Revolution. Both leaders served as catalyst to radical change. Today, the warts
are (1) neoliberal globalism with its tail of inequities, leaving 90% of society choking on
dust. “The one percent” says it all, and (2) fossil fuel use/abuse, as the planet chokes on a
dust cloud so thick that it’s losing its breath (new research shows that global warming
destroys oxygen). There’s one powerful catalyst, amongst many!

2/3



3/3


	There Is No Time Left

